Betka at Ascot and Windsor

departure. He is inconsolable. They are worried, about the
Empress and fear she may have kidney disease. A propos
of the Queen of Holland "who said she was so proud of having
French blood in her veins, the German papers have replied
by saying that the German Emperor had as much as she.
Poor Coligny must be amused by it all from his seat in the
other world.

Frau Schwabach writes me that the King of Bulgaria
enchanted everyone in Berlin whereas the Queen gave the
impression of a small provincial woman. I imagine Ferdinand
must have employed all his cunning to impose on them.

Kleinitz, 2jth June, 1912.

Here is a letter from my daughter Betka dated "Windsor
which is quite amusing : "We went to Ascot from White
Lodge three times for the races. I have seen Their Majesties
and I lunched with them in their stand. They very kindly
invited me to come to Windsor to see the castle which I
didn't know and to dine with them to-day for the Prince of
Wales' birthday. Dinner was wonderful, forty at table, gold
plate, etc. Princess Christian who asked news of you sat on
the King's right and I had the honour of sitting on his left.
The Queen sat in front between the Khedive of Egypt and
the Prince of Wales. The King talked a lot and I found him
extremely amiable. He is to receive Marschall to-morrow.
Here they are afraid the latter will intrigue with the Press
and they appear to be rather mistrustful of him. The King
said he much regretted parting from Metternich who had
shown great tact in recent times/"

Politics are very stagnant. The German Press elects to see
extraordinary things in the meeting of the two Emperors in
Finnish waters which was arranged only as a countermove
to Poincare**s coming visit to Petersburg.
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